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Effective Interdisciplinary Instructional 
Practices for Diverse Learners 

This interactive workshop provides effective strategies 
to support academic rigor in the classroom. Teachers 
are taught to create challenging but attainable cross-
content and disciplinary literacy instructional activities 
using Common Core State Standards.  

Instructional activities are linked to real world 
experiences and supported by the student/teacher 
relationship. This presentation offers appropriate 
middle grades practices designed to help all learners 
achieve a higher level of success in school. 

 



Know, Understand, and Do 

•  Know: (facts, vocabulary, definitions, places, 
information) 

•  Understand: (essential truths, principles and 
generalizations, big ideas of a discipline) 

•  Do: (basic skills, thinking skills, planning skills, uses 
verbs or phrases) 



•  How to read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it 

•  How to cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text 

•  How to apply knowledge and skills; have a sense of 
themselves as mathematicians; knowledge of the math 
in their own culture; ownership of learning process; and 
preparedness for math-based college majors and 
careers. 

•  Information about the history of racism, classism and 
intolerance and how these forms of oppression have 
affected different communities.  

 

Know 



Understand 
•  Elements of social justice  appear in everyday, real 

world situations 

•  Aspects of social justice can be  found in math, 
science, language arts as well as social studies 

•  Issues of social, political, and economic (in)justice 
can be addressed through a mathematical 
framework 

•  Different type of text present information and 
meaning may be influenced by text type. 



Do 
 

•  Develop realistic, just, and mathematically-sound 
solutions to address these problems 

•  Actively read different types of text 

•   Identify the central point and supporting evidence in 
musical, photographic and written texts 

•  Create a T Chart for three different text types and  
compare and contrast the advantages and 
disadvantages of each type of text.  



Language A
rts 



List Group Label 

file://localhost/Users/lucylavoulle/Desktop/AMLE 
Annual 2015/listgrouplabel.pdf 



Double Entry journal 

•  As you read the text, select a few phrases that you 
find meaningful or interesting. Write each phrase in 
the ‘from the text’ column below, then write your 
reaction (a comment, question, connection made, or 
analysis) each quote in the ‘my thoughts’ column.  

 Page in 
text 

From the text My thoughts 



Double Entry Journal: they don’t 
really care about us 

Michael Jackson 
 
Skin head, dead head 
Everybody gone bad 
Situation, aggravation 
Everybody allegation 
In the suite, on the news 
Everybody dog food 
Bang bang, shot dead 
Everybody's gone mad 
 
All I wanna say is that 
They don't really care 
about us 
All I wanna say is that 
They don't really care 
about us 
 



Double Entry Journal: they don’t 
really care about us continued 

 Beat me, hate me 
You can never break me 
Will me, thrill me 
You can never kill me 
Jew me, sue me 
Everybody do me 
Kick me, kike me 
Don't you black or white 
me 
 
 

•  http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QNJL6nfu__Q 

•  They Don’t Really Care 
About Us 

 



Concept Confirmation 

Activity: Analyze how two or more texts 
address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take.  

Skill: compare and contrast using Venn 
diagram 

 



Concept Confirmation 

Text 1 
Skin head, dead head 
Everybody gone bad 
Situation, aggravation 
Everybody allegation 
In the suite, on the news 
Everybody dog food 
Bang bang, shot dead 
Everybody's gone mad 
 
All I wanna say is that 
They don't really care about us 
All I wanna say is that 
They don't really care about us 

Text 2 
Casualties of war; as I approach the 

barricade 

Where's the enemy?  Who do I 
invade? 

Bullets of Teflon, bulletproof vest rip 

Tear ya outta ya frame with a bag 
full of clips 

Cause I got a family that waits for 
my return 

To get back home is my main 
concern 



M
athem

atics 



MATH Standard: Understand that fractions are also 
part-whole ratios, meaning fractions are also ratios. 
 



What is the cost of poverty to public 
school? 

 
http://whatssogoodaboutpubliceducation.blogspot.com/2014/11/we-must-

do-better-part-1.html 
 



Photo Analysis  
America’s wealth grew by 60 
percent in the past six years, by 
over $30 trillion. In approximately 
the same time, the number of 
homeless children has also 
grown by 60 percent.  
 
Standard 
Model with mathematics. Students 
can model problem situations 
symbolically (tables, expressions or 
equations), visually (graphs or 
diagrams) and contextually to form 
real-world connections. 

 

http://inequality.org/national-shame-
child-poverty/ 



Photo analysis 
continued 

Describe what you see in 
the photograph?  
 
What is the first image or 
object that you noticed?  
 
Are words or images used 
within the photograph? If 
so, what purpose do they 
serve?  

 



•  http://
www.thedailyramen.com/
lets-talk-about-sweatshops/ 

•  Sweatshops 
http://
www.fundamentalfinance.com/
blogs/sweatshops-child-
labor.php 

 



Immigration:  
Calculate the cost of boarder control 

http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/white-house-request-
billions-dollars-border-crisis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/
uploads/issues/2011/10/pdf/georgia_immigration.pdf 

 



S
ocial S

tudies 



Social Studies Standard: 

• SS8E2 The student will explain the benefits of free 
trade. a. Describe how Georgians have engaged in 
trade in different historical time periods. b. Explain how 
the four transportation systems from SS8G2 contribute 
to Georgia’s role in trade. 

• SS8E4 The student will identify revenue sources for 
and services provided by state and local governments. 
a. Trace sources of state revenue such as sales taxes, 
federal grants, personal income taxes, and property 
taxes. b. Explain the distribution of state revenue to 
provide services. c. Evaluate how choices are made 
given the limited revenues of state and local 
governments. 



T Chart using  
3 Different text types 

Provide students with three texts regarding third element of 
social justice, issues of injustice. Give students directions 
concerning independent ‘reading’ and analysis of each text.  
  

T Chart    
file://localhost/Volumes/LAVOULLE/Conference 
Presentations/AMLE Annual 2015/T-Chart.pdf 

1.  professional article  http://www.scholastic.com/ browse/
article.jsp?id=4794  

2.  Photograph http://i.cdn.turner.com/cnn/ 2011/LIVING/02/18/
archiv ing.civil.rights/withers.arch iving1.t1larg.jpg  

3.  Lyrics A Song for Assata 
https://youtu.be/AaAMJZNi5f4?list=RDAaAMJZNi5f4 

file://localhost/Volumes/LAVOULLE/Conference Presentations/
AMLE Annual 2015/A Song for Assata.docx 

 

 

 



S
cience 



Science Standard: 
• S6CS3. Students will use computation and estimation skills 
necessary for analyzing data and following scientific explanations. 

• a. Analyze scientific data by using, interpreting, and comparing 
numbers in several equivalent forms, such as integers and decimals. 

•  b. Use metric input units (such as seconds, meters, or grams per 
milliliter) of scientific calculations to determine the proper unit for 
expressing the answer. 

•  c. Address the relationship between accuracy and precision and the 
importance of each.  

• d. Draw conclusions based on 
      analyzed data  

Lyrics A Song for Assata 
file://localhost/Volumes/LAVOULLE/
Conference Presentations/AMLE 
Annual 2015/A Song for 
Assata.docx 



Lyrics A Song for Assata 

file://localhost/Volumes/LAVOULLE/Conference 
Presentations/AMLE Annual 2015/A Song for 
Assata.docx 



Extension Activities 

•  After reading multi-modal informational texts about social 
justice, write a report in which you relate how photographs and 
music can be used to social justice. Support your discussion 
with evidence from your reading.  

 
•  compare the density of check-cashers to banks in low-income 

communities 

•  evaluate college loan plans to determine which offer the most 
favorable rates 

•  analyze data on rates of diabetes and asthma in communities 
of color 
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Session Evaluation 
Let us know what you thought of this session.  Complete an evaluation electronically on the 

conference app, or complete the paper evaluation located in the back of the program book.  

CEU Code: 

CK-66 

CEU Code 
Earn Continuing Education Units (CEU) to maintain your teaching certification.  Write down 
the CEU Code for every session you attend on the CEU card located in the back of the 
program book. 


